
IRAQ -ERA  
BANDIDOS LEAD 

THE WAY TO 
MAKE THE 

MOST OF THE 
DIGITAL AGE  

By: Jordan Hanford 

Weôve all been through it: intense 

training cycles, deployment(s), and re

-deployment(s).  Along the way, weôve 

survived some of the craziest stuff a 

guy could think ofé 

(Digital Continued on page 6) 

FRIENDS OF  
THE BANDIDOS  

Bandido Veterans started 
getting together and hold-

ing reunions as far back 
as 1982.  Somehow, 
the ñWarrior 
Spiritò imbued by 
1LT Larry A Gar-

ner, never left those 
who served...  

(Friends Continued on page 4) 
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HEROES OF THE  
VIETNAM  

GENERATION  

..."Vietnam generation" is a 
misnomer. Those who 
came of age during that 
war are permanently 
divided by different 
reactions to a whole 
range of counter-
cultural agendasé  

(Heroes Continued on page 8) 

WHO ARE  
THE BANDIDOS? 
...Because of the Ban-

didos visibility and repu-
tation, many are learn-
ing that the Bandidos 
stand for solidarity... 

(Who Continued on page 13) 

 

CURTIS L. HATTERMAN  
Jan 28, 1946 - Dec 14, 2005 

 
BANDIDO CHARLIE  
IN AFGHANISTAN  

Scott Weeman, CPT, AR COMMANDING 

Last year, 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry Regi-
ment was ordered to deploy in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, but due to the 
troop draw down, only the Brigade head-
quarters and a few support elements de-
ployed.  In the fall 1-16 IN was put on 
orders to deploy in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. During this time the 
company expanded from 71 to 154 Sol-
diers in order to meet mission require-
ments. 

 Bandido Charlie successfullyé   

(BC in Afgn Continued on page 14) 

HMOR ï Whatôs It Like? 

By Diann Hanggi Nicolai  

Well ð I  think I received this... 

(HMOR Continued on page 16) 

SEE: PAGE 19SEE: PAGE 19SEE: PAGE 19    
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BANDIDOS OF DISTINCTION  
There have been 17 members of the Bandido Charlie Association who 
have been recognized as Distinguished Members of the 16th Infan-
try Regiment (DMOR). 

There are four who have been recognized as Honorary Members of 
the 16th Infantry Regiment (HMOR), and two as the Honorary Ser-

geant Major of the 16th Infantry Regiment (HSGMOR). 

In addition, the following Bandidos are currently pending nomi-
nees for distinction as DMOR: 

SGM Chris M Johnson 
Cliff Poris 
Jordan Hanford 

COL Ken Cassels (R), currently a DMOR, has been 
nominated to serve as the Honorary Colonel of 16th In-
fantry Regiment (HCOR) for the next 3 years. 

DMOR 

Calhoun, Joe  

Cassels, Ken 
Costich, Ken 
Gault, Buddy 

Goldberg, Woody 

Greenwell, Phil 

Hatterman, Curtis (D)  

Herrera, Al 
Landin, Luis (D)  

Ludlow, Doug  

Mackedanz, Ron  

McHenry, Herb  

Moore, Lonnie  

Rabourn, Steve  

Renshaw, Mike  

Sterling, David  

Thompson, Gil 

HMOR  

Ludlow, Cathy 

Thompson, Janeen 

Nicolai, Diann 

Morgan, Ron 

DMORJHSGMOR  

Herrera, Al  

Landin, Luis (D) 

Editorôs Comments 
Ron Morgan, HMOR, Associate 
Member & Honorary Bandido,  

and Editor 

I know you 
all have been 
anxiously await-
ing this issue of 
the Bandido 
Charlie Associa-
tion.  

I must apolo-
gize in advance, 
if a photo is mis-
identified, or a 
name is mis-
spelled/missing, 
or any other errors I may have missed. 

The masthead on the front page has 
been redesigned to reflect the current con-
figuration of the Bandido Charlie Com-
pany. Also, guidons for the CMD PLT, 1st 
PLT, 2nd PLT, 3rd PLT, and the 4th PLT 
are represented in the masthead ð rather 
than the graphic of the original banner of 
the 3rd PLT. 

I would like to hear from all Bandidos. 
Please send me your articles, stories, com-
pany news items, and photographs. Send 
me ideas you might have to improve your 
newsletter.  

If you have an idea for a new feature, 
such as a contest for example, please let 
me know. 

If you are interested in writing a piece 
about your platoon or someone in it, let me 
know. You could have a regular column in 
this newsletter. 

I want every reader to say, every time a 
news issue comes out, ñHey, this Bandido 
Charlie Newsletter gets better all the 
time!ò 

In the interest of computer safety and 
efficiency, I ask you consider these guide-
lines: 

1.One should attempt to reduce the size 
of files as much as is practical, but not at 
the expense of required quality. 

2.Stories, articles, and other textual 
documents should be sent as text files. 
Text file names end with: .txt and are cre-
ated with Notepad. MS Word and MS Pub-
lisher files are okay, because I use both. 

3.Photo files to be used in the newslet-
ter should be 300dpi (72dpi for display on 
the website) and ordinarily no larger than 
4X6 inches. They should be formatted as: 
JPG, TIF, PNG. 

(Comments Continued on page 3) 
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Albers, Mark 
Best, Tana 
Betty, Richard 
Biernacki, Steve and Katie 
Bonos, Eugene, LTC 
Brunn, Marilyn 
Calhoun, Joe 
Cassels, Ken and Peggy 
Cassidy, Robert 
Castlehill Country Day 

School Staff, parents, and 
children 

Chennier, Leroy and Gayle 
Costich, Ken and Suzan 
Duronio, Tony 
Fankel, Marc 
Finnell, John 

Flaggs, Grady and Lela 
Gaspar, Oscar 
Gault, Buddy 
Greenwell, Phil and Linda 
Gripkey, Ed and Sally 
Herrera, Al and Betty 
Hochberger, Steven 
Jenkins, Clemmie 
Kowalski, Gary 
Lambert, Stephen 
Louey, Mark 
Loy, Alina 
Ludlow, Doug and Catherine 
MacDonald-Oakley, Karen 
Martons, Carol (D) 
Meo, Peter 
Meuller, Fred and Linda 

Morris, Marian (Sis) (D) 
Neuske, Mr. Bob 
Neuske Hillcrest Farm Meats 
Pandom, Lydia and Doug 
Parrish, Wayne and Glenda 
Piper, Thelma 
Poris, Cliff 
Roberts, Margaret 
Ryan Transportation 
Saunders, William 
Schwab, William and Donna 
Singleton, C 
Skipworth, John 
Tirreno, Larry 
Thompson, Gil 
Tokubo, Rod 
Trentacoste, Pete  
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2011 DISTINGUISHED MEMBER  
OF THE REGIMENT & HONOR-
ARY MEMBER OF THE REGI-

MENTINVESTITURE PROGRAM  
The 2011 DMOR/HMOR Investiture 
Program will é 
(2011 DMOR/HMOR Continued on page 7) 

REBUILDING A SENSE O F COM-
MUNITY:  

SOLDIERS AND SERVICE ME M-
BERS IN THE UNITED STATES 

OF AMERICA  
Retired General Stanley McChrystalôs 
recent Newsweek article ñStep Up For 
Your Countryò inspired me to write...  

Jordan Hanford is a senior in LAS ï
University of Illinois. 

(Rebuilding Continued on page 7) 

THANK YOU,  
VIETNAM VETERANS  

By LTC. Carolyn Abell,  
US Army, Retired 

ñNo event in American history is more 
misunderstood than the Vietnam War. It 
was misreported then, and it is misremem-
bered now. Rarely have so many people 
been so wrong about so much. Never have 
the consequences of their misunderstand-
ing been so tragic.ò  

Richard Nixon from his book,  
ñNo More Vietnamsò 

(Thank You Continued on page 4) 

BANDIDO TOY DRIVE  
REVIEW  

Casey Weeman 
Charlie Company FRG Leader 

1st BN 16th Infantry 

First, I would like to express my grati-
tude to everyone that sent toys for these 
kids. It was an overwhelming task 
to unwrap and sort the amount of toys that 
came iné 

(Toy Drive Continued on page 16) 

DMOR/HMOR  
27-30 June, 2011 

The 2011 DMOR/HMOR Investiture 
Program will be held in conjunction with 
Victory Week of the 1st Infantry Division, 
27-30 June, 2011.  

(Victory Week Continued on page 13) 

MORE STORIES IN THIS ISSUE 

FORT RILEY, KANSAS,  
ITôS NOT THE FORT RILEY YOU 
USED TO KNOW AND HATE  

By Ron Mackedanz 
aka Bandido Mack 

(Bandido Charlie Co. 10/68 -10/69) 

Over the past several years, I have been 
privileged to visit, and on occasion, be an 
invited guest...  

(FT Riley Continued on page 17) 

MILITARY GUN SALUTES  

When is a 21-gun salute not a 21-gun 
salute? 

(21 Gun Continued on page 18) 

DISTINGUISHED MEMBER  

OF the REGIMENT (DMOR)  

STEVE RABOURN  
Other Bandidos awarded this prestig-
ious award includeé 

(Other Bandidos Continued on page 19) 

 

THE GARNER FAMILY AND FRIENDS,  

AT THE 2007 BIG RED ONE  

(BANDIDO CHARLIE) REUNION  
(Garner Family Continued on page 5) 

MILITARY TRIVIA & USELESS  

ð BUT INTERESTING WWII TRIVIA  
(Trivia Continued on page 10) 

BANDIDO CLIFF PORIS VISITS FT RILEY  
(Poris Continued on page 11) 

ORIGINS OF A NAME  
(Origins Continued on page 11) 

FIRST DIVISION MUSEUM AT CANTIGNY  
(Museum Continued on page 12) 

WEBSITES IMPORTANT TO BANDIDOS  
(Websites Continued on page 16) 

A BANDIDO  CHARLIE WELCOME HOME  
(Welcome Continued on page 18) 

4.When in doubt, ask me be-
fore sending a text or graphics 
file. My email 
is: rhmorgan@usa.net. 

Think of this as your own 
newsletter. It will be what you 
make it. Bandidos are diverse ð 
they might be senior veterans of 
the Vietnam War, recently dis-
charged veterans of the Iraq or 
Afghanistan Wars, or veterans 
still on active duty. This newslet-
ter is meant to inform, memorial-
ize, and honor every Bandido ð 
and it should reflect the high 
standards Bandidos hold them-
selves to. 

Please consider opting out of 
receiving a snail mail hardcopy 
of the newsletter for the elec-
tronic version. The e-version is a 
PDF available on the Bandido 
website. The e-version is avail-
able to you before the print ver-
sion even goes to the printers. 

All you need do is send me an 
email with ñI am OPTING OUT 
of the hardcopy newsletterò. 

If we have your email ad-
dress, you will receive an email 
when a new issue is available on 
our webpage. 

It is a great honor to be your 
editor and to be a part of this 
great Association.  

I am extremely proud of be-
ing an Honorary Bandido and 
Associate Member of the Ban-
dido Charlie Association than 
any other organization to which I 
belong. 

Ron Morgan, Editor 

 

(Comments Continued from page 2) 

http://www.netaddress.com/tpl/Mail/423HLIHQF/target=
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By Kenneth J Costich II  

Bandido Veterans started 
getting together and holding 
reunions as far back as 1982.  
Somehow, the ñWarrior 
Spiritò imbued by 1LT Larry 
A Garner, never left those 
who served in combat in Viet-
nam, whether as a 5th Battal-
ion, 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry 
Division Bandido or a 1stBat-
talion, 16th Infantry, 1st Infan-
try Division Bandido.  We are blessed 
with a dual line of heritage that has, 
throughout the years, kindled that special 
camaraderie of once having been a Ban-
dido, you were always a Bandido.  That 
extraordinary bond, briefly forgotten, 
came back and grew stronger and stronger 
with time.  Men who shared common 
events in uncommon times started search-
ing each other out, and eventually, the 
Bandido Charlie Association, a non-profit 
organization, was ultimately and officially 
formed so that we could help both our 
Veterans and the active duty soldiers of 
Company C, 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry, 
now, officially recognized by the Depart-
ment of the Army as ñBandido Charlieò! 

As the only officially 
named Company sized 
combat unit in the US 
Army we have become 
widely known and recog-
nized for who we are and 
what we do.  Along the 
way we have also gained 
hundreds of active mem-
bers including Veteran 
Bandidos, active duty 
Bandidos, Honorary Ban-
didos and some, simply, 
friends of Bandido.  These 
people have helped us 
grow through solid and 

valued advice, friendship and donations of 
time, effort, and, of course, the inevitable 
donation. 

We have been blessed to be able to have 
the support of many past commanders 
such as Charlie Taylor, Wendy Winslow, 
ñWoodyò Goldberg, Ken Costich, Phil 
Greenwell, MAJ Michael Squires, MAJ 
Scott Wence, CPT ñWesò Chaney, MAJ 
JD Evans and the current Bandido Charlie 
6, CPT Scott Weemanéand let us not 
forget past and present 1st BN, 16th IN 
Battalion Commanders, COL Don Shuff-
stall, COL Ken Cassels (retired), COL 
Frank Zachar, COL Bryan Luke and LTC 
James Smith and CSM Dave Kuhnert, 

1SG Chris Johnson, 1SG Jeff Carter and 
1SG Joshua Wilson!  Veteran NCOs like 
Al Herrera, Ron Mackedanze, Buddy 
Gaultéthe bravery of the Doc Thomp-
sonôs, Wayne Parrishesô, Doug Ludlowsô 
and John Hohmansô of the worldéto 
name just a very, very few. 

Others in the command have been en-
thusiastically supportive, including, but 
not limited, BG Perry Wiggins and COL 
Eric Wesley.  From our sister unit in the 
2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry Command 
Teams of COL Ralph Kauzlarich and 
CSM Mike McCoy, LTC Paul Kreis and 
CSM Wylie Hutchisoné.and letôs not 
forget the wonderful patronage of COL 
Ray Padilla (R) who has long been an 
open and vocal supporter and of course, 
our friend Dan McFee. 

I canôt even begin to name all of the 
active duty Bandidos who achieved great 
heights in support of the Bandido legacy.  
To name a very few, there is SSG Mathew 
Carson, PSG Bobby Esquival, SFC Tim 
Yoast, former SGT Jordan Hanford, but 
there were and are so many more. 

Outside of the Bandidos, we have the 
wonderful patronage of such honored men 

(Friends Continued from page 

1) 

(Friends Continued on page 5) 

FRIENDS OF THE BANDIDOS 

Thank You, Vietnam Veterans 

By LTC. Carolyn Abell,  
US Army, Retired  

ñNo event in American history is more 
misunderstood than the Vietnam War. It 
was misreported then, and it is misremem-
bered now. Rarely have so many people 
been so wrong about so much. Never have 
the consequences of their misunderstand-
ing been so tragic.ò  

Richard Nixon from his book,  
ñNo More Vietnamsò 

Earlier this month the United States 
Senate declared March 30, 2011 as 
ñWelcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day.ò 
This particular date was chosen because on 
March 30, 1973, remaining U. S. troops 
withdrew from Vietnam under the terms of 
the Treaty of Paris. 

In a resolution introduced by Senator 
Richard Burr of North Carolina and co-
sponsored by five other senators, including 
Georgiaôs Johnny Isakson, the Senate is 
encouraging Americans across the country 
to recognize Vietnam veterans for their 
sacrifice and to make them feel the grati-
tude of a country that sent them to fight. 
ñItôs time they receive the recognition they 
have earned and deserve,ò declared Sena-
tor Burr. 

While Richard Nixon might have had 
his faults as President, the above statement 
about the Vietnam War is spot on. Largely 
due to intentional misreporting by anti-war 
press members, a number of myths and 
falsehoods were generated and have con-
tinued to be perpetuated about this war and 
the men who fought it. 

Statistical evidence contradicts most of 
these lies. For one, the majority of Viet-
nam veterans declare they are glad they 
served (91percent), with74 percent saying 
they would serve again, even knowing the 
outcome. 

In contrast to the popular notion that a 
great number of Vietnam veterans were 
drug users, a myth promoted by such mov-
ies as ñApocalypse Now,ò information 
from the Veteransô Administration indi-
cates that there is no difference in drug 
usage between Vietnam veterans and non-
veterans from the same age group. 

The few isolated atrocities committed 
by American servicemen were blown out 
of proportion, causing the general public to 
wonder if they had evolved into savage 
and inhumane beasts reminiscent of the 
degenerate boys in ñLord of the Flies.ò 
The truth is that while we had a few inci-
dents, the North Vietnamese routinely 
committed such atrocities against our 
sideða fact that seldom got reported. For-
mer service members such as Charles Hen-
derson have documented some of the most 

heinous acts of torture imaginable inflicted 
on United States soldiers and Marines by a 
female North Vietnamese Captain, whose 
cruel and deviant brutality earned her the 
nickname, ñApache Woman.ò Thanks to 
Carlos Hathcock, one of the most talented 
and self-disciplined Marine snipers of all 
time, ñApache Womanò did not live to 
make Major. 

A 97 percent rate of honorable dis-
charges among Vietnam veterans should 
quell any myths that they were largely 
lawless heathens. 

According to a speech by Lt. Gen. 
Barry McCaffrey in 1993, 85 percent of 
Vietnam veterans made a successful transi-
tion to civilian life. General McCaffrey 
further stated that these veteransô personal 
income levels exceeded their non-veteran 
counterparts of the same age group by 
more than 18 percent. He added that Viet-
nam veterans had a lower unemployment 
rate than the non-vet age group. 

Another prevailing myth is that a dis-
proportionate number of blacks were killed 
in the Vietnam War. Statistical evidence 
shows that 86 percent of the men who died 
in Vietnam were Caucasians. Only 12.5 
percent were black, while the remainder 
were ñother races.ò These percentages 

(Thank You Continued from page 3) 

(Thank You Continued on page 5) 
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THE GARNER FAMILY AND FRIENDS, AT THE 2007 
BIG RED ONE (BANDIDO CHARLIE) REUNION  

as COL Ed Gripkey (R), LTC Ron Saxton 
(R) CSM ñPVTò Bill Ryan (R) USN Com-
mander Brent Blackmer and his lovely 
wife, USN Lt Commander (Dr) Shannon 
Herrera-Blackmer. And even outside of 
our military world, the support for the 
Bandidos is unreal.  Starting with the won-
derful Carol Marton, a retired school 
teacher from Ohio, who, in her brief time 
with us, provided us with so much, the 
men and women of the 3T watch Forum 
who donate each and every Christmas sim-
ply because they support our troops, the 
staff and students of Castlehill Country 
Day School and their parents who have 
given so generously with care packages for 
our Bandidos overseas and toys for their 
children here at home.  Men like Bob 

Nueske, owner of Nueske Meats who do-
nates so generously to our reunions both in 
product and generous gift certificates at the 
infamous Bandido Auctions.  Then there is 
the anonymous couple that generously 
donates $2000 and ñadoptsò two military 
families in need at Ft Huachuca or Davis-
Monthan Air Base in the name of the Ban-
didos.  And let us not forget the generosity 
of the transportation and other ñcohortsò of 
Phil and Linda Greenwell who gave so 
generously to support the toys and books 
that went to Bandido families at Christmas, 
and our very own members who give from 
their hearts each and every day! 

The Bandidos thank youéeach and 
every one of you for your kindness, your 
generosity, your support and your thoughts 
and prayers. 

I have included only a few names here 
but there are so many others who are just 
as noteworthy, if not even more so.  Hun-
dreds of names of people who have been 
so kind to us in making us so successful in 
fulfilling our mission of helping our Veter-
ans, our active duty soldiers and the fami-
lies have been omitted simply because 
there is not room to name everyoneéitôs 
like an ñOscar speechò when the music 
starts playing when your time is up, but I 
cannot help to take time to mention one 
more very special name, and that is Curtis 
Hatterman, who kept the Bandido light 
flickering during the dim years of healing!  
ñFORWARD AT A GALLOPòéthank you, 
Larry Terrino!  

(Friends Continued from page 4) 

Left to Right: Larry's widow, Harriett Longo, daughter, Christine Garner, 
sister, Bonnie Garner, son, Michael Garner, brother, Jon Garner,  

Charlie Taylor, and sister in law, Nancy Garner . 

(Garner Family Con-

tinued from page 3) 

Left to right: Jon 
Garner, Michael 

Garner, Tony Hoag, 
Charlie Taylor and 

Sam Taylor 

were in direct proportion to general popu-
lation statistics at that time. 

A lot of people think, too, that the Viet-
nam War was fought by the poor and un-
educated. In actuality, these veterans were 
the best educated forces our country had 
ever sent into combat, with 79 percent hav-
ing at least a high school diploma or 
equivalent. Many had taken some college 
courses or even earned a degree. 

The survival rate of Vietnam veterans 
was also much higher than in previous 
wars, thanks largely to MEDEVAC heli-
copters. Pilots of these birds flew nearly 
500,000 missions, airlifting over 900,000 
patients. The average time lapse between 
wounding to hospitalization was less than 

one hour. As a result less than one percent 
of all American wounded who survived the 
first 24 hours, became fatalities. 

Perhaps the highest testimonial to the 
quality of our Vietnam veterans, is that so 
many former draft-dodgers and cowards 
now want to claim credit for military ser-
vice they never gave. And there is no 
greater insult to the ones who actually 
served. 

I think the average American appreci-
ates the sacrifices of all veterans. There is 
nothing more noble and honorable than 
serving oneôs country in the armed forces. 
Vietnam veterans answered the call to 
duty, and they continue to serve today with 
acts of national patriotism, community 
involvement and serving in elected offices. 

Make it a point this Wednesday to 
thank a Vietnam veteran. Tell him 
ñWelcome home.ò 

My goal for the book is to preserve the 
memories of men who died too youngð
who gave all they could give for a cause 
they believed in. It is because of them that 
I sit here in a land of freedom and plenty. 
May they never be forgotten! 

If you wish to send a comment or ask a 
question of Carolyn Abell please use: 
ca@gulf1.com 

If you wish to read other columns by 
Carolyn Abell please see: http://
www.gulf1.com/columns/abell/
abellframe.htm 

(Thank You Continued from page 4) 

THIS GROUP OF MEN SERVED WITH  
LARRY GARNER  IN VIE TNAM  

 
L to R and seated: Larry's brother, Jon Garner, 

Larry's son, Michael Garner, and the young lady on 

the right is Larry Tirreno's daughter, Carolyn. 

L to R, standing: Martel Firing, Gary Bobbett, Char-

lie Taylor, and Larry Tirreno. 

Photograph from 2007 BCA Reunion files 

http://us.mc839.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=CA@gulf1.com
http://www.gulf1.com/columns/abell/abellframe.htm
http://www.gulf1.com/columns/abell/abellframe.htm
http://www.gulf1.com/columns/abell/abellframe.htm
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By: Jordan Hanford 
Weôve all been through it: intense 

training cycles, deployment(s), and re-
deployment(s).  Along the way, weôve 
survived some of the craziest stuff a guy 
could think of, and weôve formed bonds 
with one another, the strength of which 
the word ñbrotherò barely scratches the 
surface.  ñBandidoò is pretty close, but no 
matter how you try and say it, itôs just not 
possible ï in my opinion ï to give proper 
service through words for how you feel 
about the men that stood beside you 
when you needed them most.  I can say 
from personal experience, screaming 
ñBANDIDOS!!!!ò at the top of my 
lungs, and hearing the company roar in 
return, is the closest Iôve ever felt to 
getting it right. 

Hereôs the point.  Youôve estab-
lished these relationships with Soldiers 
that you will never forget, but you want 
a way to keep in better contact with 
them.  Sitting down and writing a letter 
is demanding, and you might not think 
you could get your hands on the right 
address.  The problem is structurally the 

same with e-mail: you canôt e-mail a per-
son whose address you do not know.  
With the advent of social networking sites 
like the free-to-use Facebook ï and to a 
lesser extent, the pay-site ñTogether We 
Servedò ï the Iraq era Bandidos have had 
a luxury that our predecessors are not 
fully aware of.   

Social networking sites ï specifically 
Facebook ï have allowed us to keep in 
touch with one another at our leisure, to 

retain an active friendship with our fellow 
Bandidos, and to continue to display our 
Bandido, Iron Ranger, Devil Brigade, 1st 
ID, and Army pride via various ñgroupsò 
on Facebook.  For example, there is a 
ñBandido Charlie Associationò Facebook 
group, created and maintained by SFC 
Robert Esquivel, and a group for Iraq-Era 
Bandidos, created by Jermaine Hudson 
and maintained by ñHutchò and myself.  
Thereôs even a page for the Bandidos in 
Afghanistan that is maintained by the 
unitôs FRG. 

Facebook allows us to do a whole lot 
of different things: we can follow our 
friendsô lives (Ben Durante and his wife, 
Corinna, just had their first child, a son! 
Dominic Lazaga and his wife, Lailannie, 
just had a daughter!) and careers (Our 
guys ï including 1SG Danny Conley, SSG 
Mat Carson, SSG Shawn Goggins, and 
SSG Matt Nordyke ï are deployed along-
side the Bandidos again in Afghanistan! 
SFC James Folger just made the E-8 

list! ).  You can privately message your 
friends and have conversations to your-
self, or you can post on his or her ñwallò 
so everybody can see it and take part in 
the discussion if they so choose.  You can 
construct your privacy settings in order to 
control how much, if any, of the informa-
tion you wish to share is available and to 
whom, all with a few clicks.  Itôs one hel-
luva tool, and Iôm thankful for it. 

Recently, Iôve noticed some of the 
Vietnam-era Bandidos joining up.  The 

second I see one of them listed as 
ñon Facebookò, I send a ñfriend 
requestò, because  I want to have 
the ability to reach out and con-
tact every Bandido on Facebook.  
The digital divide in this context 
is closing, and Iôm grateful for it.  
For the Iraq-era Bandidos, itôs a 
chance to create a connection 
with someone we admire, and 
whose legacy weôve done our 
best to preserve.  For the Vietnam
-era Bandidos, Facebook pro-
vides the means to re-connect 
with old friends.  Furthermore, 
itôs a chance for all of us to be 

more fully integrated into the Bandido 
network, something that we all value 
dearly.  Maybe most important is that this 
piece of technology is helping to connect 
the different generations of Bandidos in a 
way that has never been possible before.  
The stronger our connections to one an-
other, the more lifeblood we lend to our 
legacy.   

(Digital Continued from page 1) 

IRAQ -ERA BANDIDOS LE AD THE WAY  
TO MAKE THE MOST OF THE DIGITAL AGE  
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REBUILDING A SENSE O F COMMUNITY: SOLDIERS AND  
SERVICE MEMBERS IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  

Posted: March 10th, 2011  

Jordan Hanford is a senior in LAS ï
University of Illinois.  

Posted: March 10th, 2011  

Retired General Stanley McChrystalôs 
recent Newsweek article ñStep Up For 
Your Countryò inspired me to write about 
expanding our definition of the phrase 
ñservice member.ò 

As an Army veteran, I canôt begin to tell 
you how many times Iôve been thanked for 
my service. People say things like, ñI could 
never do that,ò and, ñIôm jealous ð you 
have that óBand of Brothersô thing,ò and so 
on. You too can have that ñBand of Broth-
ersò thing, but you donôt have to serve in 
traditional ways to get it. 

Thereôs an unspoken counterpart to the 
inalienable rights Americans so adamantly 
defend ð our unavoidable responsibilities. 
Our obligations to America ð or to man-
kind, if you prefer ð go beyond paying 
taxes and obeying laws. We sometimes 
forget that our rights carry an implied 
[duty] to help neighbors in times of need, 
to continue building a foundation for the 
successes of future generations, and to 
protect and preserve our environment. This 
is not a new concept, nor is it something to 
be taken lightly. 

The ways we fulfill these responsibilities 
can collectively be called ñservice,ò 
whether thatôs military service or other 
forms of civic duty. Older generations of 
Americans, such as Americaôs last World 
War I veteran who recently passed away, 
understood their obligations clearly and 
responded to their nationôs needs by the 
millions. More recent examples exist in the 
stories of Hurricane Katrina responders 
who put their lives on hold to help other 
Americans regardless of the race, gender 
or creed of any party involved, as well as 
in those men and women in Teach for 
America, giving young Americans a better 

chance to succeed. All of 
these service members have 
something in common: 
They didnôt have to be com-
pelled to serve. These 
Americans understood the 
responsibility coupled with 
the amazing freedoms they 
enjoy every day and did not 
hesitate to do what they 
knew was right. 

These men and women 
have another thing in com-
mon: They were not fair-
weather friends. They 
largely did not serve when it 
was most convenient. Ser-
vice, in this concept, is not a 
two-week working vacation 
in another country. It is 
more likely a year or more 
of continuous service in a 
place or for a cause that is 
truly in need. 

Iôm studying in Scotland this semester, 
and have heard more than a few stories 
about European students whoôve taken a 
year off, a gap year, between high school 
and university to work in or travel to other 
parts of the world, many times while serv-
ing with a non-profit organization. The 
experience gives these students a perspec-
tive their peers simply do not share, and ð 
if we must ð a resume bullet point that 
cannot be matched by GPA alone. 

What has most impressed me, however, 
is how similar the sense of community is 
between these students to the sense of 
community I personally feel with veterans 
and other students and faculty members at 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign who have been places and 
served in ways that are unfortunately un-
common. These young men and women 
are as proud of their service and experi-
ences as most American veterans I know, 
and rightly so. Theyôre serving where 

theyôre most needed. 

Veterans are not as different from you as 
you might think. We are people motivated 
ð like many of you ð to serve a cause 
greater than ourselves. I would encourage 
each of you to begin or continue honoring 
America ð or humanity, if you prefer ð 
by making small, daily commitments to 
serve and through a serious commitment of 
a year or more at least once in your life. As 
a person who has served in both civilian 
and military contexts, I speak from experi-
ence when I say that while service is abso-
lutely demanding, it is infinitely more re-
warding when you find a cause about 
which you are passionate. 

Jordan A. Hanford 
Veteran: Operation Iraqi Freedom, 06-07 

  (Bandido Charlie, 1/16th INF, 1st BDE 1st ID) 

  

(Rebuilding Continued from page 3) 

The 2011 DMOR/HMOR Investiture 
Program will be held in conjunction with 
Victory Week of the 1st Infantry Division.  

Victory Week, for all regiments in the 
First Infantry Division, will commence on 
Monday, 27 June and close on Thursday, 
30 June. The 16th Infantry Association 
members and DMORs who plan to attend 
should plan to arrive on Sunday, 26 June 
and depart on Friday, 1 July. 

A set of forty (40) rooms has been re-
served at the Marriott Courtyard Hotel in 

Junction City, Kansas specifically for 16th 
Infantry Association members attending.  
These rooms are being offered for $81.00/
day (the same as in 2009) and will be held 
until June 1st.  After June 1st, rooms may 
still be available, but the special rate may 
no longer apply.  Our guys can make reser-
vations by calling the Marriott Courtyard 
at (785) 210-1500 and requesting a reser-
vation specifically for the 16th Infantry 
Regiment Association.  (Note: we will 
have the same CP in the hotel, the Hospi-
tality Room, that we have had in years 
past.) 

The DMOR investiture will occur on 
either Monday, 27th June or Tuesday, 28th 
June up on Custer Hill.  I believe that the 
ceremony will be held in the 2-16 Infantry 
HQ. We are still trying to get a firm date 
and location. 

Because all of the regiments are "coming 
home" during those four days, there are 
scores of activities planned for soldiers and 
their families, most of which will not con-
cern us.  I spoke to LTC Lambert at the 
Officers Dinner and reminded him that we 
would like to plan as much time being with 

(2011 DMOR/HMOR Continued from page 3) 

(2011 DMOR/HMOR Continued on page 

10) 

2011 DISTINGUISHED MEMBER OF THE REGIMENT  
& HONORARY MEMBER OF THE REGIMENT INVESTITURE PROGRAM  

"Jordan Hanford is 
a resident of Mor-
ris, Illinois.  In the 
military, he was an 
infantryman in the 
Bandido Charlie 
Company from 
February, 2005 to 
January, 2008. He accom-
panied the Bandidos to 
Iraq in 2006. He has been 
awarded the Expert Infan-
tryman's Badge and the 
Combat Infantryman's 
Badge and became the 
first member of the 16th 
Infantry Battalion to earn 
the Order of the Iron 
Ranger. Jordan is ex-
tremely active with multi-
ple groups disseminating 
information of Bandido 
Charlie. He along with Mr. 
jermaine Hudson, the 

group's creator, 
maintain a group 
for 1/16th Infantry 
veterans. Jordan is 
a full time student 
at the University of 
Illinois. At the 
University, Jordan 

is the leader of several 
organizations of the 
School. One of his most 
important positions is the 
new Registered Student 
Organization on Campus 
working to have the Vet-
eran voices heard.  Jordan 
is a lifetime member of the 
16th Infantry Regiment 
Association and has been 
awarded several military 
awards and decorations 
and separated from active 
duty with the rank of Ser-
geant." 
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by James Webb 

The rapidly disappearing cohort of Ameri-
cans that endured the Great Depression and 
then fought World War II is receiving quite 
a send-off from the leading lights of the so-
called 60s generation. Tom Brokaw has 
published two oral histories of "The Greatest 
Generation" that feature ordinary people 
doing their duty and suggest that such con-
duct was historically unique. 

Chris Matthews of 
"Hardball" is fond of 
writing columns prais-
ing the Navy service of 
his father while castigat-
ing his own baby 
boomer generation for 
its alleged softness and 
lack of struggle. Wil-
liam Bennett gave a 
startling condescending 
speech at the Naval 
Academy a few years 
ago comparing the 
heroism of the "D-Day 
Generation" to the 
drugs-and-sex nihilism 
of the 

"Woodstock Genera-
tion." And Steven Spiel-
berg, in promoting his 
film "Saving Private 
Ryan," was careful to 
justify his portrayals of 
soldiers in action 
based on the suppos-
edly unique nature of World War II. 

An irony is at work here. Lest we forget, 
the World War II generation now being 
lionized also brought us the Vietnam War, 
a conflict which today's most conspicuous 
voices by and large opposed, and in which 
few of them served. The "best and bright-
est" of the Vietnam age group once made 
headlines by castigating their parents for 
bringing about the war in which they would 
not fight, which has become the war they 
refuse to remember. 

Pundits back then invented a term for 
this animus: the "generation gap." Long, 
plaintive articles and even books were writ-
ten examining its manifestations. Campus 
leaders, who claimed precocious wisdom 
through the magical process of reading a 
few controversial books, urged fellow 
baby boomers not to trust anyone over 30. 
Their elders, who had survived the Depres-
sion and fought the largest war in history, 
were looked down upon as shallow, materi-
alistic, and out of touch. 

Those of us who grew up on the other 
side of the picket line from that era's 
counter-culture can't help but feel a little 
leery of this sudden gush of appreciation 
for our elders from the leading lights of the 
old counter-culture. Then and now, the 

national conversation has proceeded from 
the dubious assumption that those who 
came of age during Vietnam are a unified 
generation in the same sense as their parents 
were, and thus are capable of being spoken 
for through these fickle elites. 

In truth, the "Vietnam generation" is a 
misnomer. Those who came of age during 
that war are permanently divided by dif-
ferent reactions to a whole range of 

counter-cultural agendas, and nothing di-
vides them more deeply than the personal 
ramifications of the war itself. The sizable 
portion of the Vietnam age group who 
declined to support the counter-cultural 
agenda, and especially the men and 
women who opted to serve in the military 
during the Vietnam War, are quite differ-
ent from their peers who for decades have 
claimed to speak for them. In fact, they are 
much like the World War II generation 
itself. For them, Woodstock was a side 
show, college protestors were spoiled brats 
who would have benefited from having to 
work a few jobs in order to pay their tui-
tion, and Vietnam represented not an intel-
lectual exercise in draft avoidance, or pro-
test marches but a battlefield that was just as 
brutal as those their fathers faced in World 
War II and Korea. 

Few who served during Vietnam ever 
complained of a generation gap. The men 
who fought World War II were their heroes 
and role models. They honored their father's 
service by emulating it, and largely agreed 
with their father's wisdom in attempting to 
stop Communism's reach in Southeast 
Asia. 

The most accurate poll of their attitudes 
(Harris, 1980) showed that 91 percent 

were glad they'd served their country, 74 
percent enjoyed their time in the service, and 
89 percent agreed with the statement that 
"our troops were asked to fight in a war 
which our political leaders in Washington 
would not let them win." And most impor-
tantly, the castigation they received upon 
returning home was not from the World 
War II generation, but from the very elites 
in their age group who supposedly spoke 
for them. 

Nine million men 
served in the mili-
tary during the Viet-
nam War, three mil-
lion of whom went 
to the Vietnam 
Theater. Contrary 
to popular mythol-
ogy, two-thirds of 
these were volun-
teers, and 73 per-
cent of those who 
died were volun-
teers. While some 
attention has been 
paid recently to the 
plight of our prison-
ers of war, most of 
whom were pilots; 
there has been little 
recognition of how 
brutal the war was 
for those who 
fought it on the 
ground. 

Dropped onto the enemy's terrain 
12,000 miles away from home, America's 
citizen-soldiers performed with a tenacity 
and quality that may never be truly under-
stood. Those who believe the war was 
fought incompletely on a tactical level should 
consider Hanoi's recent admission that 1.4 
million of its soldiers died on the battlefield, 
compared to 58,000 total U.S. dead. 

Those who believe that it was a "dirty 
little war" where the bombs did all the 
work might contemplate that it was the most 
costly war the U.S. Marine Corps has ever 
fought, five times as many dead as World 
War I, three times as many dead as in Ko-
rea, and more total killed and wounded 
than in all of World War II. 

Significantly, these sacrifices were be-
ing made at a time the United States was 
deeply divided over our effort in Vietnam. 
The baby-boom generation had cracked 
apart along class lines as America's young 
men were making difficult, life-or-death 
choices about serving. The better aca-
demic institutions became focal points for 
vitriolic protest against the war, with few of 
their graduates going into the military. Har-
vard College, which had lost 691 alumni in 
World War II, lost a total of 12 men in Viet-

(Heroes Continued on page 9) 

HEROES OF THE VIETNA M GENERATION  


