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BANDIDO CHARLIE ASSOCIATION  

Crowne Plaza Hotel,  

Colorado Springs, CO 

20-24 August 2008 

As usual, Bandido Charlie met in the 
Command Post of the 16th Infantry Regi-
ment. The Bandidos gathered in their 
section of the CP to conduct business, 
discuss items of interest, and hold their 
annual auction. There was also a photo 
session with highlights described below. 
Because we rather overwhelmed the 16th 
Infantry Regiment CP, one fine retired 
Colonel (and an Honorary Bandido), kid-
ded: ñThis looks like the Bandido Charlie 
and those other units of the 16th CP!ò But 
it is trueé the Bandidos ñrockò, then and 
now! 

From Wednesday, 20 August, through the 
entire reunion period, the Bandidos par-
ticipated in several tours of Colorado 
Springs. There are numerous wonderful 
sights in the surrounding area. Several 
members and their wives/companions 
took advantage of the sightseeing excur-
sions. Unfortunately, Ken Costich and Al 
Herrera failed to see anything except the 
CP! 

On Wednesday evening several 
Bandidos traveled to an excellent 
Mexican restaurant for a joyful and 
entertaining meal. Needless to say, 
the war stories, BS and Margaritas 
flowed freely, and, of course, ñJust 
Plain Joeò Calhoun was his usual 
quiet self, and Sis, as usual, barely 
made a sound! Our guest of honor 
was our brother Bandido, SSG 
Matthew Carlson, the Big Red One 
NCO of the Year. Our favorite 

Battalion Commander, Ken Cassels, and 
his wife Peggy, graciously picked up the 
check. 

Thursday was still an ñincomingò day as 
many more Bandidos showed up, includ-
ing two from the 5th Battalion, 60th Infan-
try Regiment, whom we are always 
thrilled to have joined us éWayne  
Parrish and John Hohman, who actually 
came in very late Wednesday, but 
ñshowed upò for duty on Thursday.  

The annual 16th INFRA 
meeting was held after the 
Divisionôs ñConflict 
Breakfastò. Many issues 
were discussed, but at 
least from one perspec-
tive, this year, some posi-
tive direction was estab-
lished. Dennis Moorehead 
was elected Presidenté a 
position he had held for 
many years in the past. 
Once again, Al and Ken 

failed to make the tour buses! 

Somewhat late Thursday evening (or 
early Friday morning), Mack and Ken 
had just completed their duty of guarding 
the CP until slightly after ñlast callò. As 
they were on their way to their rooms, a 
young active duty soldier passed them 
and asked, ñAre you guys Bandidos?ò 
Upon the ñYesò reply, this ñspit & pol-
ishò young soldier, SP4 Ronald Minick, 
set down his beers (he was carrying 4) 
and excitedly shook their hands, telling 
them what an honor it was to meet them. 
He had just returned from a 15-month 
tour in Baghdad with the Black Lions, 
and, although he was with A/1/28 INF, he 
repeatedly related to Ken and Mack how 
ñhonoredò he was to meet ñBandidosò 
from the Vietnam era and how widely 
respected and renowned (and yes, he did 
use the word ñawesomeò) the Bandidos 
are known throughout the Division as the 
ñcream of the cropò. The next evening, he 
brought some of his fellow warriors to the 
CP and graciously insisted on contribut-
ing a donation to our fund. 

BC Reunion (Continued on page 2) 
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On Friday, 22 August, in a 
brief but heartfelt memorial 
service, the Bandidos gathered 
to acknowledge and award a 
BC plaque and a personal 
letter of condolence to Cindy 
Johnson, the daughter of 
Missing In Action (MIA) vet-
eran, SFC Lyle Mackedanz. 
Also, a Certificate posthu-
mously awarding SFC Macke-
danz status as an Honorary 
Bandido was presented. Lyle 
is the cousin of Bandido and 
BCA Member, Ron Macke-
danz, who accepted the 
plaque and letter on behalf of 
Cindy. 

The Bandidos had a special treat when 
LT Shannon R. Herrera, MD, USN, and 
her escort, LCDR Brent Blackmer, USN, 
attended the reunion. The couple, Shan-
non, the Flight Surgeon on the USS Ei-
senhower aircraft carrier, and Brent, a 
Flight Squadron Commander aboard the 
same ship, arrived in time for the Annual 
BCA Auction. Shannon is the grand-
daughter of Bandido Al Herrera and his 
lovely wife Betty. Both Shannon and 
Brent were awarded BCA Certificates, 
acknowledging them as Associate Mem-
bers of the Bandido Charlie Association.  

In addition, on preceding day, we made a 
new friend in WWII Charlie Company 
veteran George Hanggi. He, his wife 
Nina, son John, and Georgeôs niece Diann 
were welcomed to the Association. While 
this was not their first BRO Reunion, it 
was the first time that most of us had the 
pleasure of sharing their company. It 
must be noted that Ken and Al coura-
geously guarded the CP while others went 
on tours. 

The Annual Auction was held on Friday 
evening, 22 August, and led by Auction-
eer, ñJust Plain Joeò. Joe not only con-
ducted the auction in great form, he was 
extremely entertaining and kept the inter-
est at a high level. However, once again, 
totally unable to control his sister, (aka 
ñSisò and Marion, widely known as the 
ñChicken Ladyò). As usual, our BCA 
members brought high quality gifts for 
the auction, and the auction itself was a 
total successðin fact, the most successful 
one ever. The total amount donated to the 
BCA fund was over $2,400! But, this 
does not mean we should slack off on 
continuing to donate and raise funds. Of 
that amount, $120 was given directly to 
the 2nd BN, 16th INF and $240 to the 
Regimental Association. The BCA also 
made an additional donation of $100 to 
the 16 INFRA. 

The event was held in the presence of 
LTG Watts, and officers of the 16th Infan-
try Regiment Association. Everyone had 
a very good time and congratulated the 

Bandidos with be-
ing distinct and 
offering a differ-
ence to the reun-
ions. It should be 
noted that individu-
als from other units 
participated in the 
auction by placing 
the highest bid on 
certain itemsé for 
instance, Phil 
Greenwellôs bottle 
of special Kentucky 
Bourbon Whiskey 
was won by Andy 
Giancana, veteran of 
HHC, 1st Engineer 

Battalion, and one of the model ACAVôs 
was won by a ñQuarterhorseò CAV Vet-
eran. 

On Saturday morning, 23 August, the 
Bandidos attended the annual 1st Infantry 
Division Memorial Service. The Big Red 
Oneôs Memorial Service has an unbroken 
tradition of being the finest and most 

emotional of any service by a military 

unit. No matter how many one has at-

tended, it is difficult to hear 
without a swelling of the heart 
and flowing tears. 

After the service, the annual 
Society of the First Infantry 
Division was held. In the ab-
sence of Tom Rhame, the So-
cietyôs President, Lieutenant 
General Ronald Watts 
(retiredéand a 16th Infantry 
Regiment Member) addressed 
the assembled group. After-
wards, Brigadier General Perry 
L. Wiggins, the new Big Red 
One Commanding General, 
gave a brief talk to the assem-
bled group and later enter-

tained individual questions and comments 
on a personal basis. 

BG Wiggins was very impressive as was 
the Division Command Sergeant Major, 
James B. Champaign. Al and Ken 
ñaccostedò the General just outside the 
hotelôs restaurant and engaged him in 
discussion for some time. Ken presented 
him with a Bandido Charlie Association 
Challenge Coin (as was CSM Cham-
pagne) and gave him a brief history of the 
Bandidos. He was later seen in the hall 
outside the regimental CPôs, flashing his 
coin and declaring that he was a Bandido. 
Being in the direct chain of command of 
the Bandidos, he is, in fact, a Bandido (as 
is CSM Champaign) and certificates de-
claring them as such have been printed, 
signed and delivered. Al and Ken were 
able to do this because, once again, they 
missed the tour bus. 

Several other selected individuals were 
honored with the Bandido Charlie Asso-
ciation Challenge Coin. To mention just a 
few: LTC Kreis and CSM Hutchinson 
(CO and CSM, 2/16 INF), George 
Hanggi, a WWII Veteran who served 
with his tour through the battlefields of 
Europe with C/1/16 Infantry Regiment, 
LTG Watts, CSM Mike McCoy (CSM 4th 
IBCT) and SP4 Ronald Minick (A/1/28 
INF), a member of the reunionôs Big Red 
One Color Guard. 

BG Wiggins and CSM Champagne were 
very kind and generous to bring nearly 
200 active duty Big Red One soldiers to 
the reunion. 

What seemed to impress most of us, in 
addition to the soldiers looking younger 
and younger each year (we couldnôt pos-
sibly be getting older), is the profession-
alism and dedication of todayôs soldiers. 
Additionally, they are trained, armed and 
armored far beyond anything that most of 
us could imagine. We were awestruck 
with their level of expertise, devotion, 
and education.  In turn, they seemed ex-
cited with the opportunity to experience 
the camaraderie found among the older 
veterans at Big Red One reunions.   

(Continued from page 1) BC Reunion 

BC Reunion (Continued on page 3) 

Ron Mackedanz, who 
accepted the plaque and 
letter on behalf of Cindy. 

Shannon R. Herrera and Brent Blackmer 

George Hanggi. his wife Nina, and niece Diann 

Marian (Sis) Morris  and Joe Calhoun  

Lieutenant General 

Ronald Watts  (Ret) 
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What a unique experience for us all!  

We were impressed with their level of ex-
pertise, devotion and education; and, in 
turn, they seemed thrilled with the prospect 
of sharing experiences with those who 
went before them. It was an enjoyable ex-
change. And, as an observation, isnôt it 
remarkable how much younger looking the 
Generals, Sergeants Major and Battalion 
Commanders get every year? It must be 
their training! 

Saturday evening, the annual Big Red One 
banquet was held in the ballroom of the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel. It was announced 
that, once again, the 16th Infantry Regi-
ment had the most representation at the 
reunion. Unannounced, was that Bandido 
Charlie had, by far, the largest contingent 
for any single company-sized unit. Of spe-
cial interest was an impressive, young ac-
tive duty Bandido, SSG Matthew Carson, 
who won the award of NCO of the Year 
for the First Infantry Division. Another 
fine young man, a 16th Infantry Regiment 
Soldier, SGT Dallas Lockley, assigned to 
B/1/16 INF when the award was made, 
was honored as the Divisionôs Soldier of 
the Year. In addition, Skip Baker (an Hon-
orary Bandido) and Al Herrera (a natural 
born Bandido) were introduced to the as-
sembled Veterans and active duty soldiers 
as the Honorary Colonel of the Regiment 
and the Honorary Sergeant Major of the 
16th Infantry Regiment, respectively. 

Gil and Janeen Thompson, once again, 
provided wonderful treats of a whole ham, 
smoked sausages and other snacks and 
goodies to the delight of the Command 
Post. This special treat has become a 
yearly tradition to the enjoyment of all 
personnel who meet in the hospitality 
room of the 16th Infantry Command Post, 
but especially for the Bandidos. 

A total of 38 Bandido Charlie members 
and Associates attended the Bandido Char-
lie 6th Annual Reunion. The list of atten-
dees were: SSG Matthew Carson, Rod 
Tokubo, Kathy Dee, Ron Mackedanz, 
Janet Mackedanz, Phil Greenwell, Linda 
Greenwell, Joe Calhoun, Marian (Sis) 
Morris, Ken Costich, Ray Padilla, Jose 
Garcia, Maria Garcia, John Hohman, 
Wayne Parrish, Ron Morgan, Doug Lud-
low, Cathy Ludlow, Luis Landin, Carlos 
Landin, Ken Cassels, Peggy Cassels, Steve 
Rabourn, Cliff Poris, Gil Thompson, 
Janeen Thompson, Becky Tharp, Jen San-
ford, Nancy Freeston, Bryan Luke, Shan-
non Herrera, Brent Blackmer, George 
Hanggi, Nina Hanggi, John Hanggi, Diann 
Hanggi Nicolai, Al Herrera, and Betty 
Herrera. Included were also nine first-time 
attendees.  

Listed above is our new Bandido Charlie 
Webmaster, Ron Morgan, who graciously 
attended and joined the Bandidos in lieu of 
travel for other organizations to which he 

belongs. We welcome Ron who, by the 
way, was designated as an Honorary Ban-
dido with Associate status. Welcome Ron! 

We offer our ongoing thanks to Nancy 
Freeston and Jen Sanford of the Society 

and Becky Tharp of the Cantigny Museum 
for another great reunion. And it really was 
a great reunion made even greater by the 
presence of so many of our brave active-
duty Soldiers. The promise of even more 
of our brave serving men and women of 
the Big Red One at next yearôs reunion is 
something to look forward to. It is wonder-
ful that the Army would honor us with 
their presence. BG Wiggins clearly stated 
that the mission of every active duty sol-
dier in attendance was to take back one 
story from a veteran and repeat it to those 
serving with the same enthusiasm it was 
originally told. 

Bandidosé Finally, it looks like we really 
are ñWELCOMED HOME!ò 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Al Herrera and Ken Costich (who are still 
looking for the tour bus) 

Next yearôs 91st Annual  
Big Red One Reunion is scheduled for 

Dearborn, Michigan,  
August 5-9, 2009.  

With the excitement of this yearôs  
reunion and the promise of more  
active duty troops, it promises to  
be an exhilarating event. It is not  
too early to start planning for it! 

(Continued from page 2) BC Reunion 

 
Back Row:  

Cathy Ludlow,  
Kathy Dee,  

Marian (Sis) Morris,  
Peggy Cassels,  

and Betty Herrera 

Front Row:  
Diann Hanggi Nicolai, 

Nina Hanggi,  
Janeen Thompson,  
Janet Mackedanz, 

and Linda Greenwell 

Back Row: Gil Thompson, John Hohman, Ken Cassels, Jose Garcia, Cliff Poris, SSG Matthew 
Carson, and Phil Greenwell.  

Front Row: Al Herrera, Ken Costich, Joe Calhoun, Doug Ludlow, Ron Mackedanz, and Rod 
Tokubo.  

Missing from picture, Luis Landin, Wayne Parrish, Sam Taylor, Ray Padilla, Carlos Landin, Ron 
Morgan, George Hanggi, and Steve Rabourn 

Becky Tharp Ron Morgan 

Ken Costich  Al Herrera  
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Luis Landin 

 John Long 
 Bill Ryan 

Cathy & Doug Ludlow  

Cliff Poris 

Kathy Dee And Rod Tokubo  

John Hohman 

Sam Taylor, Joe Calhoun, and  Wayne Parrish 

with Cathy  Ludlow's quilt  

 Steve Rabourn 

Ray Padilla 

Linda G
re

enwell 

 Ken Alderson 

Ken Costich, Ken Cassels, Doug Ludlow, Brent Blackmer,  

Joe Calhoun, Shannon, Al, & Betty Herrera, Phil Greenwell  

Dennis Moorehead 

Photography by  

Gil Thompson and Ron Morgan 

Many more photos are on the website. 
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This letter was written by Jon Garner, 
brother of Larry Garner, concerning the 

Bandido Charlie tribute to Larry(8/17/07) 

Dear Ken & Al, 

Wow! What a roller coaster ride. 

Itôs hard to capture the range of emotions 
we all experienced at the BRO/Bandido 
Reunion last week in St. Louis. We 
laughed and we cried; we felt joy and 
sorrow and anger and a huge sense of 
loss, but we always felt welcome and 
loved and understood. 

I donôt know where to begin to thank all 
of the members of the Regiment, Battal-
ion and Company who made us feel so 
much at home. From the moment the 
two of you made contact with me, I felt 
something special was happening. I did-
nôt know what to expect of the actual 
reunion experience, but I was over-
whelmed. Everyone we met was so gra-
cious, so generous and so sincere. All of 
us appreciate the respect you have for 
Larry and his memory, and the work you 
have done to perpetuate his legacy. We 
learned so much about him and his ac-
complishments and weôre eternally grate-
ful for that. Many of our questions were 
answered and you helped to bring a meas-
ure of closure to all of us. We loved Larry 
and it was incredible to be with a group 
of others who shared this love. 

Weôre especially grateful for the opportu-
nity to meet so many wonderful people 
who made the experience so special: 

¶Both of you for all your hard work coor-
dinating the event. Iôve learned over the 
years that dealing with the Garner Clan 
can be challenging. You handled our 
many concerns and requests with genuine 
caring and tact. The plaques and letters 
were wonderful and will be cherished by 
all of us. You showed great skill in navi-
gating the politics of including the Origi-
nal Bandidos in the heritage of a Division 
rightly proud of its many accomplish-
ments. 

¶Ken for your friendship, your stories, 
your words on Thursday evening and for 
your love of Bandido Charlie.  

¶Al for your masterful handling of every-
thing. Tactful, respectful, attentive to 
detail, forceful when called for and al-
ways on top of things. You exemplify the 
qualities of an outstanding 1st Sgt. 

¶Phil Greenwell for all of his work, espe-
cially his work with the Thursday evening 
memorial. His words were heartfelt and 
made us even prouder of Larry and the 
men he led. His music selection for Satur-
dayôs Division memorial was haunting 
and beautiful and captured the emotions 
of our loss in a very special way. Larry 
was a friend as well as a brother, father 
and husband. 

¶Betty Herrera and Linda Greenwell for 

being so caring, generous and supportive. 

¶Charlie Taylor for his photos, his stories 
and especially the presentation of his 
Bandido scarf to Chris. I know it was a 
cherished memento of his and will be 
equally cherished by Chris. It was also a 

pleasure to meet Sam and hear from him 
how Larryôs legacy affected both him and 
his dad. 

¶Gary Bobbett for sharing memories of 
Larry and his accomplishments and also 
the great photos that caught the joy Larry 
felt with his Bandidos. To us Gary exem-
plified the positive impact that Larry had 
on so many individuals. 

¶Larry Tirreno for his extraordinary pho-
tos, complete with stories for each one 
that captured Larry in ways that we never 
were able to experience.  We were so 
happy that he included his daughter Caro-
lyn. What a charming, poised young lady! 

¶Martel Firing for sharing his memories 
of Larry and for his willingness to con-
nect with each of us. 

¶Tony Haug for keeping Larryôs personal 
effects for all these years and passing 
them on to us. Also for the regimental 
insignia he found for Mike and the WWII 
9th Infantry ñsweetheart pinò for Harriet. 
I really appreciate his thoughtfulness for 
securing an old ñEagle, Globe and An-
chorò for this former Marine. 

¶Lucian Hinkle for seeking us out and 
sharing his remembrances. 

¶LTC Ken Cassels and his wife Peggy 
for welcoming all of us into the 16th In-
fantry ñfamilyò. I know Larry would have 
been proud to serve in his command. 

¶ñSit Repò Mike and his wife Sue for all 
their work with the Bandido material and 
for their willingness to simply listen and 
be there for us when we needed it.  

¶Mack Mackendanz for his poetry, which 
captures the emotions all us have felt at 
various times since our service.  

All the 5th/60th Bandidos who reached 
deep into their memories to help us learn 
more about Larry and his Bandidos. I 
know it can be a painful experience to 

relive the past and weôre touched by their 
willingness to deal with that pain and 
share with us. 

All of you who were involved in the reun-
ion deserve to be acknowledged, and I 
know there are many Iôve not mentioned. 

I apologize for any lapses of memory 
on my part and hope youôll understand. 

You probably didnôt expect the entire 
clan when you invited Mike to the re-
union. As a group we can be a bit over-
whelming. Thanks for welcoming us as 
family and for sharing your memories 
with us. The reunion was an incredible 
experience for all of us and weôll never 
forget it or your generosity. 

With gratitude, appreciation and heart-
felt thanks. 

Sincerely,  

Jon & Nancy Garner 
Bandidos Forever!! 

Remembering  
SFC Lyle Mackedanz 

When I attended the BRO reunion in Colo-
rado Springs in August, I was presented 
with a plaque and a certificate to be for-
warded to Cindy Johnson. Cindy is the 
daughter of SFC Lyle Mackedanz, MIA/
POW Vietnam 21 April 1968. He is a 
cousin to me, and he was reported missing 
in action the same week that I got my draft 
notice. 

The plaque, honoring my cousin Lyle, and 
the certificate making Cindy an Honorary 
Bandido were very well received. Cindy 
and her mother were very moved by the 
actions of the Bandidos. 

ðRon Mackedanz 

Cindy Johnson and Bandido, Ron Mackedanz 
with the plaque and certificate presented by 

Bandido Charlie Association. (the shadow box 
in the background contains a picture of Lyle 

and his medals.) 
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ñAce of Spadesò Video  
Commemorating  

the Bandido Charlies 

Erick A. Rodriguez, SSG, USA 

It all started when 3rd Squad, 2nd 
Platoon, Bandido Charlie was aug-
mented into Military Transition Team 
2107 in ANMTB (Numiniya/FOB Ger-
many) working with the team and the 7th 
Iraqi MTR (Motor Transportation Regi-
ment), from March 2007 until June 2007.  

During downtime 
between missions, 
SSG Johnson, SPC 
Burns and myself 
had a little competi-
tion going between 
us on who could 
make the best squad 
music video com-
memorating our 
time in Iraq up until 

that point. Everyone in the squad had 
contributed pictures and video segments 

taken throughout the deployment up until 
that point so several video drafts had been 
conceived. All three of us had our own 
styles and twists put into the videos and 
each turned out unique. SSG Johnson had 
created two videos, one of the squad to a 
song from a current rock band called 
"Dope" and another of the platoon to AC/
DC's "Big Gun." SPC Burns, due to tech-
nical difficulties lost his videos when his 
computer crashed in Numiniyah. I myself 
had created two music videos, the squads 

ñAce of Spadesò (Continued on page 7) 

HONORS AMONG BANDIDOS 
SGT  HAROLD  KLUSENDORF (the song writer) ð Honor Grad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SGT  HAROLD  KLUSENDORF ð ON THE LINKS . 

ñBESIDES COMPLETING THE 25U COURSE ð I HAVE 

ALSO DROPPED 10 STROKES OFF MY GOLF GAME. NEXT 

WEEK  

I HEAD TO FLORIDA FOR MY BREAK UNTIL  

I REPORT TO FT HOOD ON NOV 10TH.ò  

FORT GORDON, GEORGIA CERTIFIES THAT SGT HAROLD J. KLUSENODRF [ SSN Deleted ] 

HAVING SUCCESSFULLY FULFILLED REQURIEMENTS OF INSTRUCTION IS HEREBY  

DECLARED A HONOR GRADUATE OF SIGNAL SUPPORT SYSTEMS SPECIALIST 101 -25U10 - 

COURSE LENGTH - 684 HOURS (16 JUN 08 - 17 OCT 08) - IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, AND 
BY AUTHORITY VESTED IN US, WE CONFER THIS DIPLOMA.  

 

ñPRESENTED ON 17 OCT 08  

 

ñSIGNED THOMAS F. WASHER ñCOLONEL, SC ñDIRECTOR OF TRAINING  
ñAND JEFFREY W. FOLEY ñBRIGADIER GENERAL, U.S. ARMY COMMANDING  

SSG JASON POLLO ð Top Honor Grad (BNCOC) 
at Fort Knox, KY Sept 08)  
Now serving at Fort Knox, Ky. 

SSG   JERMEY  INOCENCIO  ð Top Honor Grad, 
Leadership Award, and Ironman Award.  
(Drill Sergeant School, Fort Jackson, SC in June)   
Now serving as a Drill Sergeant at Fort Benning, Ga. 

SFC JAMES FOLGER  ð Top Honor Grad (Fort 
Knox, Ky., April 08)   
Now serving as a 1SG at Fort Irwin, Ca. 
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to a Danzig song called "The Hunter" and 
a platoon video to the Danzig song 
"Bound by Blood". These videos, in-
tended to stay internal to the squad, even-
tually were leaked out to the rest of the 
platoon.  

SFC Conley got a hold of the "Bound by 
Blood" music video and started asking for 
the others. SSG Johnson and myself were 
happy to give up the other videos to SFC 
Conley. Everyone in the platoon were 
pretty happy about the videos and appar-
ently started leaking them to other sol-
diers in the Bandido family. Someone 
somewhere, and we believe it was SFC 
Conley, showed 1SG Johnson the "Bound 
by Blood" video. And as you know how 
charismatic 1SG Johnson could be, he 
asked if I really made that video. His next 
ingenious idea was to have each platoon 
come up with a music video in a sort of 
competition to which the prize for num-
ber one video has been long forgotten. 
Let's just say that the video's that were 
made were all very, very well put to-
gether, but 2nd Platoon's video, "The Ace 
of Spades" caught quite a bit of attention. 
It was a very well put together collabora-
tion of ideas between SSG Johnson and 
myself. I had an idea to throw in photos 
of the Vietnam era Bandidos and show 
the transition to the Iraq Bandidos. SSG 
Johnson felt that the idea flowed greatly 
and proposed a few ideas for the transi-
tion. Our video was already planned out 
but the song selection was something to 
consider. I figured Jimi Hendrix's "All 
Along the Watchtower" would have been 
appropriate for the Vietnam Bandido's 
theme because it reflected the times. The 
selection for Motorheads "Ace of Spades" 
was an easy choice. This fast paced song 
reflects the modern Army and the way the 
Bandido family works; fast, accurate and 
lethal. It also helped that 2nd Platoonôs 
symbol was the spade as we were "Wild 
Deuce". The "funny" ending was a result 
of extreme boredom and our reputation in 
2nd platoon as "professionals but prank-
sters." So, unfortunately for CPT Burgos, 
he got the "party boy". Time was being 
cut close for the Bandido family in Iraq 
and 1SG Johnson approached me with an 
idea of making a video that commemo-
rated the entire company. I of course ac-
cepted the assignment and came up with a 
fairly long video that spanned over 10 
minutes, paying homage to all of the Iraq 
Bandidos, but the video still lacked that 
feeling of nostalgia that the Ace of 
Spades video presented. While the long 
video was fairly well put together on 
short notice (under 24 hours) the four 
videos made by each of the platoons were 
the product presented at the Bandido RIP/
TOA ceremony days before we left Al 
Asad. We figured that it would be the end 
of the videos, traded among the soldiers 
of Bandido Charlie and not spoken of 

afterward. Not too long after our return to 
Fort Riley, I received an instant message 
on Yahoo from a soldier who was at-
tached to the Bandidos at the close of our 
deployment, saying how he wished we 
were still there and how much he loved 
working with the Bandido family. He told 
me that the Ace of Spades video should 
be on YouTube and so I gave him the go 
ahead to post it. I have not since talked to 
SPC Goffard of the 101st Airborne who 
was able to so graciously post the video 
on YouTube. And so the story ends. SSG 
Johnson and myself never thought that 
the video would get as much attention as 
it has but we are both very pleased that 
our entire Bandido family, young and old, 
could enjoy our tribute to the soldiers of 
Bandido Charlie. 

SSG Erick A. Rodriguez Biography 

In 2003 SSG Rodriguez enlisted in the 
United States Army as an 11B. Upon 
graduation of basic training, SSG Rodri-
guez was assigned to the 2nd Infantry Di-
vision in South Korea. In the 2nd Infantry 
Division, SSG Rodriguez was assigned to 
Charlie company 2nd Battalion 9th Infan-
try Regiment. While serving with Charlie 
company, he participated in several field 
exercises including; a force on force 
dubbed ñIron Artepò, Operation Iron 
Strike and two Bradley gunneries. During 
Iron Artep, SSG Rodriguez served as a 
machine gunner in a dismounted squad 
and later serving as a dismounted Team 
Leader during the two Bradley gunneries. 
SSG Rodriguez also served as OPFOR 
during Operation Iron Strike, an exercise 
designed to prepare the 2nd Infantry Divi-
sionôs 2nd BCT for deployment in support 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom. At the com-
pletion of his tour in South Korea, SSG 
Rodriguez was placed on orders for the 
1st Infantry Division in Fort Riley, Kan-
sas. 

When SSG Rodriguez arrived at Fort 
Riley, he was assigned to Charlie com-
pany 1st Battalion 16th Infantry Regiment. 
During his time at Fort Riley, SSG Rodri-
guez transitioned from a dismounted In-
fantryman to a Bradley Fighting Vehicle 
crewmember. While assigned to Bandido 
Charlie, SSG Rodriguez participated in 
Operation Maverick, a JRTC rotation in 
the summer of 2005 and a Bradley Gun-
nery during the winter of 2005. During 1st 
Battalion 16th Infantryôs JRTC rotation, 
SSG Rodriguez participated in an array of 
mission types including; raids, presence 
patrols, cache search, mounted warfare, a 
ñsnatch and grabò operation with a Spe-
cial Forces element and convoy security 

along with a live fire lane. After the unit 
returned from JRTC, SSG Rodriguez was 
among the first to participate in several 
tests, earning the 1st Battalion 16th Infan-
try Regiment ñOrder of the Iron Rangerò 
award, placing him in the top 10% of the 
Battalion. Shortly after earning this 
award, SSG Rodriguez was selected to 
represent Bandido Charlie in the Battal-
ion Soldier of the Quarter board for No-
vember 2005. SSG Rodriguez set himself 
above his peers by winning that board 
and earning an Army Achievement Medal 
for his accomplishment. During the win-
ter 2005 Bradley gunnery, SSG Rodri-
guez assisted his crew in receiving a 10T 
rating and earning another Army 
Achievement Medal. 

During the months of May through July 
2006 SSG Rodriguez conducted Convoy 
Security training in preparation for his 
unitôs deployment in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. In September of 2006, 
SSG Rodriguez deployed with Bandido 
Charlie where he conducted and led over 
80 Convoy Logistical Patrols, graduated 
from the ASV Fielding Course; giving 
him superior knowledge of the workings 
of the M1117 ASV and a Counter IED 
course. He was also responsible for the 
apprehension of a known IED maker dur-
ing a Convoy Logistical Patrol. Mid-
deployment, SSG Rodriguez was hand 
selected to be attached to MiTT 2107 in 
support of the Iraqi Armyôs 7th Motor 
Transportation Regiment, a job of in-
creased responsibility with limited super-
vision. SSG Rodriguez assisted in the 
training and movement of the 7th MTR 
from ANMTB (FOB Germany) to Al 
Asad Airbase, where the 7th MTR now 
continues to operate and assist in sustain-
ing Iraqi and Coalition Forces in MNF-W 
(Anbar Province). Nearing the end of the 
deployment in September of 2007, SSG 
Rodriguez was again selected to represent 
Bandido Charlie, this time at the 787th 
Support Battalionôs NCO of the Quarter 
Board where SSG Rodriguez was se-
lected as NCO of the Quarter earning 
himself another Army Achievement 
Medal. 

Upon redeployment from Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, SSG Rodriguez changed units 
and positions, moving as an Infantryman 
from 1st Battalion 16th Infantry Regiment 
to 1st Battalion 34th Armor as an Observer 
Controller. 

SSG Rodriguez has been awarded the 
Combat Infantryman Badge, the Army 
Commendation Medal, five Army 
Achievement Medals, the Army Good 
Conduct Medal, the National Defense 
Service Medal, the Korean Defense Ser-
vice Medal, the Iraqi Campaign Medal, 
the Global War on Terrorism Medal, the 
Army Service Ribbon, two Overseas Ser-
vice Ribbons and the Drivers Badge for 
both wheeled and tracked vehicles. 

(Continued from page 6) ñAce of Spadesò 
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SSG Matthew Carlson is the 2008 Big 
Red One ñNCO of the Yearò. More im-

portantly, SSG Carlson is a Bandido who 
served proudly and valiantly in two com-

bat tours Fallujah and Al Asad, Iraq! 

Below, is the talk he gave at  the 1st In-
fantry Division 90th Annual Reunion 

Banquet. 
What it means to be an NCO in 

the 1st Infantry Division  

When I was told that I would 
be giving a speech about what 
means to be a Non-
Commissioned Officer, I 
struggled for a couple of 
weeks with what I was going 
to say. Then I asked myself 
one question. Why was I hav-
ing so much difficulty with 
this? Iôm a pretty smart guy; 
this shouldnôt be this hard. 
But I found that the reason it 
was so difficult was the rea-
son that the Big Red One is 
special. History sets the 1st 
Infantry Division apart from 
the rest of the Army, and 
therein lay my problem. I felt 
my speech had to live up to the high stan-
dard of the Division, but history gave me 
the answer. 

I have been surrounded by history all my 
life, mostly unknowingly. A major road-
way and a shopping mall in the capital of 
my home state of Iowa are named for one 
of the first three soldiers killed in action 
in World War I, PVT Merle Hay. He was 
killed in France, serving with the 16th 
Infantry Regiment of the 1st Infantry Di-
vision. When I was a kid I watched a 

movie called the Big Red One, without 
giving the name of the movie a second 
thought. I watched because I liked Word 
War II movies (and the guy who played 
Luke Skywalker from Star Wars was in 
it). Now, I watch it because Lee Marvin is 
a great NCO in the movie, and letôs face 
it, what other division has a movie named 
after it? Then, there is General Roosevelt, 
while not an NCO, still one of my per-
sonal heroes because he was the son of a 
President, and he didnôt have to be there 
but was dedicated to the Big Red One. 

What do these pieces of his-
tory, and countless others, 
have to do with what it means 
to be an NCO in the 1st In-
fantry Division? They give us 
a sense of who we are as 
members and former mem-
bers of the Big Red One. 
They give us a standard to 
live up to as Noncommis-
sioned Officers. They set us 
apart from all other units in 
the Army. 

While we were named the 1st 
Division because we were the 
first one organized, it was a 
sign of things to come. We 

were the first everywhere we went. The 
first to get to France, the first on the line, 
the first to see action and the first to cross 
the German border in World War One. 
The first to England, North Africa, Sicily, 
the beaches of Normandy, and the first to 
capture a major German city in World 
War Two. The first division to deploy to 
Vietnam. The Big Red One spearheaded 
the attack in Desert Storm. Why were we 
the first so often? It was because we were 
the best trained, most highly motivated 

and the most competently led unit from 
top levels of the Division down to the 
team level. 

This is what we NCOs have to live up to 
every day. It is not enough to meet the 
standard in the 1st Infantry Division be-
cause exceeding the standard is the stan-
dard in the Division. We have a reputa-
tion to maintain as the best our Nation has 
to offer. We have the best Soldiers in the 
Army, and it is our duty as NCOs to en-
sure that they receive the best training 
and leadership available. Anything less 
would be unworthy of the commitment 
those Soldiers made, and unworthy of the 
sacrifice of our predecessors who fought 
and died while wearing the Big Red One 
on their left shoulder. 

I have spent my entire career in this Divi-
sion, first with the Blue Spaders in 
Schweinfurt, Germany, and now with the 
Iron Rangers at Ft. Riley. I have also 
served two tours in Iraq with the Big red 
One, first in Saladin Province and most 
recently in Al Anbar Province. I know the 
day is coming when I will leave the Divi-
sion; there is no avoiding it in todayôs 
Army... but I can assure you that I will be 
disappointed to leave. The only consola-
tions I will have are that I will always 
have my Big Red One Combat Patch. I 
will always have the memories of those I 
served with in the 1st Infantry Division, 
and I will have the hope that someday I 
will have the opportunity to return to the 
Division that raised me from a Private 
and made me into a leader and a Non-
Commissioned Officer. 

No Mission Too Difficult! 
No Sacrifice Too Great! 
DUTY FIRST!  

SSG Matthew Carlson 

Wayne Parrish and friends went  
to Ft. Bragg, Summer, 2008,  
and cooked for the troops. 

A group of River Rats, Quiet Birdmen, Casbarians, and 
some members of our Franklin County American Le-
gion Post traveled to Ft. Bragg and put on a Pig Pickinô 
for about 450 members of the wounded warriors battal-
ion there and their families.  

We cooked 3 pigs, Bare Bottom Beans, Slaw, Potato 
Salad, BBQ Bread and had Ice Cream for desert. 

It was a very rewarding experience for all of us and 
well received and appreciated by them. These are the 
real people 
of this 
world, and 
it was an 
honor to do 
something 
for them. 

Thank all 
of You that 
partici-
pated in 
this great 
event. Take 
Care and 
God bless 
you all. 

Back: Wayne Parrish, Snooky Coley (9th division, 
and  Wayne Rigsbee (Black Horse). Front: Kurt 

Southerland (101st Airborne) and Richard Marshall 
(Air Force Pilot). All are members of American Legion 

Post 105, Louisburg, North Carolina. 

Welcome Home 1969 
I have come a long and bitter road, 

Only to find a journeyôs end, 

Your faceðas you spat upon me, 

A few short months before, 

Within a battle so intense, I remember the flashes and the 
explosion of missiles, 

And the screams of the dying, 

AsðI lay woundedðthe enemy rushing by, 

No matter to waste a few bulletsðon one already dead, 

It was then that I felt the hand of God, 

And so began a life of infinite pain and poverty, 

As long as the seizures allow, 

Having survived the missileôs swift blow, 

Borne by silent breezes, 

I have died a little moreðeach day I have lived. 
~George C. Schean, 1/16th Infantry, 1969,  

Bandido Charlie Associate Member 

In 1985, George C. Schean designed and fabricated the 2nd Vietnam 
Veterans Wall that precedes the Travelling Wall for the then Speaker of 
the House of the United States, the Right Honorable Thomas ñTipò 

OôNeal, Jr., of Massachusetts. 
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CHARLIE COMPANY 

HISTORY  
From 1966 to the Present 

Company C, 5th Bn 
(Mechanized), 60th Inf Rgt,  

3rd (Go Devils) Brigade,  
9th Infantry Division  

20 Dec 1966ï13 Sep 1968 

Company C, soon to be known as Bandido 
Charlie Company, arrived in III Corps 
Tactical Zone of Vietnam fully mecha-
nized with the 5th Battalion, 60th Infantry 
in the 9th Division on December 20, 1966.  

The Division swept through Dinh Tuong 
Province, which included the village of My 
Tho on January 8 - May 31, 1967 in Op-
eration Palm Beach.  The Division spent 
February and March 1967 in the Long An 
Province which included the village of Tan 
Ann.  In 1968 the 9th Infantry Division 
engaged in heavy fighting in the Saigon 
area during and after the famous 1968 TET 
Offensive. 

The History of Bandido Charlie, 5th Bn 
(Mech) 60th Inf. is not a dry regurgitation 
of events of long ago; it is the story of men 
who were thrown together in a mechanized 
infantry company in the Mekong Delta 
Region of South Vietnam in December of 
1966.  Starting with the promotion of 1LT 
Larry A Garner from Platoon Leader to 
Company Commander in April 1967, they 
found a means, through his unique leader-
ship capabilities, to distinguish themselves 
from other units by the use of the name 
Bandido Charlie, their accomplishments 
soon became ñlegendaryò within the Divi-
sion, and they proudly displayed their sig-
nature skull and cross sabers on their 

tracks, flags, bandanas, and pocket combat 
patches. 

The 9th Infantry Division was the birth-
place of Bandido Charlie Companyéand 
it is where the ñlegendò started.  In the 9th 
Infantry Division Bandido Charlie Com-
pany called several places in the Delta of 
South Vietnam home.  Dong Tam, the USS 
Colleton (Mobile Riverine Force), Binh 
Phuoc, many Fire Support Bases, and any 
place they parked their tracks for the 
night.  After many bloody, deadly battles 
from inside Saigon to My Tho and beyond, 
Bandido Charlie Company left Binh Phuoc 
and the 9th Infantry Division. 

Bandido Charlie Re-flagged, 
 in a transition from the  
9th Infantry Division to  
the 1st Infantry Division  

13 Sep 1968 

On 13 September 1968, the unit was reas-
signed to the 1st. Infantry Division. The 
history that Bandido Charlie Company 
bestowed upon the 9th Infantry Division is 
to be honored and remembered.  After an 
early morning ceremony of retiring the 
Company Flag with all its many streamers 
on it, Bandido Charlie Company left the 
9th Infantry Division at Binh Phuoc on 13 
September, 1968.  The entire Company, 
armored personnel carriers, jeeps, com-
pany records and everything traveled to 
Lie Khe and arrived that same evening at 
its new home as Company C, 1st Battalion 
(MECH), 16th Infantry Regiment, 1st In-
fantry Division.  The Bandido Charlie 
Company was greeted in person by the 
Base Commander and the 1st Division 
Band at the main gate to Lai Khe on the 
evening of 13 September, 1968 poised to 
continue its legendary service in Vietnam. 

Company C, 1st Bn (Mechanized)
(Iron Rangers), 16th Inf Rgt,  

1st Brigade, 1st Infantry Division 

13 Sep 1968ïApr 1970 

On 21 October, 1968 Bandido Charlie 
Company officially became part of the 1st. 
Infantry Division. And the "Rangers" des-
ignation used for the leg infantry that was 
replaced changed to "Iron Rangers" in rec-
ognition of the inherited mechanized con-
figuration.  This was the very beginning of 
the Mechanized Infantry for the 1st Battal-
ion, 16th Infantry Regiment of today. 

Lai Khe Base was originally constructed 
inside of a rubber plantation. The tall trees 
helped protect the men and buildings dur-
ing rocket attacks. The Base had it own 
radar, perimeter defense towers, big guns 
and everything needed to defend the Base. 

The transition from fighting in the rice 
paddies of the Delta to fighting on the dry 
land of the rubber plantations was one that 
Bandido Charlie Company made eas-

ily.  Bandidos and saw substantial combat 
in and around areas like the Iron Triangle, 
Michelin Rubber Plantation, the Catcher's 
Mitt, Ben Cat, Song Be, Phouc Vinh, An 
Loc and Lai Khe where they participated 
in direct combat with NVA Regimental 
and Battalion size units.  They also were 
involved in massive security operations, 
Reconnaissance in Force Missions and the 
Vietnamization process, setting up village 
seals, ambush patrols and VC infrastruc-
ture identification. 

Bandido Charlie Company remained head-
quartered at Lai Khe until it left Vietnam 
with the rest of the 1st. Infantry Division in 
April of 1970. The Bandido Charlie name 
was retired with its departure from Viet-
nam. 

Company C, 1st Bn (Mechanized) 
(Iron Rangers), 16th Inf Rgt,  

1st Brigade, 1st Infantry Division 

Apr 1970ïPresent 

Company C, along with the rest of the Bat-
talion, was sent to Augsburg, Germany 
until its participation in Desert Storm in 
1991. After serving proudly in Desert 
Storm, Company C was reassigned to Fort 
Riley, Kansas to be the only active element 
of the 16th Infantry Regiment. Subse-
quently, 1st (Iron Ranger) Battalion, 16th 
Infantry Regiment became part of the 1st 
BCT, 1st Infantry Division from April, 
1995 - November, 2003. 

In September of 2003 the 16th Infantry 
Regiment was called upon to go to 
Iraq.  Charlie Company was attached to the 
Marines and was stationed in and around 
the dreaded town of Fallujah. 

In November of 2004, Charlie Company 
returned to Fort Riley, Kansas.  And, on 13 
January 2005, Company Côs Vietnam 
Era  name, ñBandido Charlieò, was offi-
cially restored.  This would not have been 
possible without the hard work and dedica-
tion of our Vietnam Veterans. Special 
thanks to former Bandido Charlie Com-
pany Commanders Woody Goldberg and 
Phil Greenwell, as well as Vietnam Vet-
eran Bandido Charlie NCO's Curtis Hatter-
man, Doug Ludlow, and Al Herrera. And, 
of course, our appreciation for the enthusi-
astic participation of current-day Veterans 
and Active-Duty Bandidos! 

In 2007, the Bandidos, under the command 
of CPT Scott Wence and the guidance of 
1SG Chris Johnson were deployed to Al 
Asad, Iraq where they had the deadly mis-
sion of convoy support and security, pro-
tecting the men and equipment that kept 
our forces re-supplied.  In an amazing dis-
play of leadership, Bandido Charlie re-
turned to CONUS in October 2008 without 
the loss of even one Bandido KIA. 

THE LEGEND CONTINUES! 

This publication is provided, free, to members 
of the Bandido Charlie Association. It, as is the 
website, paid for entirely by the generous dona-
tions and sales of Bandido products. 

If you have access to the internet, you can view 
the newsletter in as a PDF on our website. In 
fact, the PDF version is available to you before 
hardcopy is printed. 

If we have your E-mail address, you will re-
ceive a message when the newsletter is avail-
able online. 

If you do not require hardcopy, let us know, so 
we can reduce our printing expenses. Simply E-
mail our secretary, Al Herrera at:  

dangerforward@comcast.net. 

If you have stories and photographs you would 
like published, an opinion or Letter to the Edi-
tor, E-mail them to the Editor at:  

rhmorgan@usa.net. 

Next yearôs 91st Annual Big Red One Reun-
ion is scheduled for Dearborn, Michigan, Au-
gust 5-9, 2009. With the excitement of this 
yearôs reunion and the promise of more active 
duty troops, it promises to be an exhilarating 
event. It is not too early to start planning for it!  

mailto:dangerforward@comcast.net
mailto:rhmorgan@usa.net
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Bandido Charlie T-Shirts  

Now available!  

This high quality, pre-shrunk Hanes 
product, features a large full color  

12-inch Bandido emblem on the back 
and the 1st ID Patch on the front.   

The back recognizes service  
in both, Vietnam and Iraq.   

Available colors:  
Gray, Beige (Shown) or Light Green.   

Available sizes:  
S, M, L, XL, & XXL.  

 

 
 

Bandido Charlie  
Baseball Caps  

Featuring both,  
the C/1/16 patch on the front,  

and the C/5/60 patch on the left side.  

In Dark Blue heavy cotton twill,  
or  

Light Tan in summer weight cotton twill. 

Also, embroidered on the back, 

BANDIDOS FOREVER!  

Pre-order now.  
Available for shipping 
about December 1st.  

Back 

Upper left, 
Front 

ALL PROFIT, AS USUAL, GOES TO THE BANDIDO CHARLIE ASSOCIATION TO 

SUPPORT VETERANS ACTIVE DUTY TROOPS AND THEIR FAMILIES.  

Side Patch (1.25ò diameter) 

Front Patch (2ò diameter) 


