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BANDIDO CHARLIE ASSOCIATION  

Crowne Plaza Hotel,  

Colorado Springs, CO 

20-24 August 2008 

As usual, Bandido Charlie met in the 
Command Post of the 16th Infantry Regi-
ment. The Bandidos gathered in their 
section of the CP to conduct business, 
discuss items of interest, and hold their 
annual auction. There was also a photo 
session with highlights described below. 
Because we rather overwhelmed the 16th 
Infantry Regiment CP, one fine retired 
Colonel (and an Honorary Bandido), kid-
ded: ñThis looks like the Bandido Charlie 
and those other units of the 16th CP!ò But 
it is trueé the Bandidos ñrockò, then and 
now! 

From Wednesday, 20 August, through the 
entire reunion period, the Bandidos par-
ticipated in several tours of Colorado 
Springs. There are numerous wonderful 
sights in the surrounding area. Several 
members and their wives/companions 
took advantage of the sightseeing excur-
sions. Unfortunately, Ken Costich and Al 
Herrera failed to see anything except the 
CP! 

On Wednesday evening several 
Bandidos traveled to an excellent 
Mexican restaurant for a joyful and 
entertaining meal. Needless to say, 
the war stories, BS and Margaritas 
flowed freely, and, of course, ñJust 
Plain Joeò Calhoun was his usual 
quiet self, and Sis, as usual, barely 
made a sound! Our guest of honor 
was our brother Bandido, SSG 
Matthew Carlson, the Big Red One 
NCO of the Year. Our favorite 

Battalion Commander, Ken Cassels, and 
his wife Peggy, graciously picked up the 
check. 

Thursday was still an ñincomingò day as 
many more Bandidos showed up, includ-
ing two from the 5th Battalion, 60th Infan-
try Regiment, whom we are always 
thrilled to have joined us éWayne  
Parrish and John Hohman, who actually 
came in very late Wednesday, but 
ñshowed upò for duty on Thursday.  

The annual 16th INFRA 
meeting was held after the 
Divisionôs ñConflict 
Breakfastò. Many issues 
were discussed, but at 
least from one perspec-
tive, this year, some posi-
tive direction was estab-
lished. Dennis Moorehead 
was elected Presidenté a 
position he had held for 
many years in the past. 
Once again, Al and Ken 

failed to make the tour buses! 

Somewhat late Thursday evening (or 
early Friday morning), Mack and Ken 
had just completed their duty of guarding 
the CP until slightly after ñlast callò. As 
they were on their way to their rooms, a 
young active duty soldier passed them 
and asked, ñAre you guys Bandidos?ò 
Upon the ñYesò reply, this ñspit & pol-
ishò young soldier, SP4 Ronald Minick, 
set down his beers (he was carrying 4) 
and excitedly shook their hands, telling 
them what an honor it was to meet them. 
He had just returned from a 15-month 
tour in Baghdad with the Black Lions, 
and, although he was with A/1/28 INF, he 
repeatedly related to Ken and Mack how 
ñhonoredò he was to meet ñBandidosò 
from the Vietnam era and how widely 
respected and renowned (and yes, he did 
use the word ñawesomeò) the Bandidos 
are known throughout the Division as the 
ñcream of the cropò. The next evening, he 
brought some of his fellow warriors to the 
CP and graciously insisted on contribut-
ing a donation to our fund. 
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On Friday, 22 August, in a 
brief but heartfelt memorial 
service, the Bandidos gathered 
to acknowledge and award a 
BC plaque and a personal 
letter of condolence to Cindy 
Johnson, the daughter of 
Missing In Action (MIA) vet-
eran, SFC Lyle Mackedanz. 
Also, a Certificate posthu-
mously awarding SFC Macke-
danz status as an Honorary 
Bandido was presented. Lyle 
is the cousin of Bandido and 
BCA Member, Ron Macke-
danz, who accepted the 
plaque and letter on behalf of 
Cindy. 

The Bandidos had a special treat when 
LT Shannon R. Herrera, MD, USN, and 
her escort, LCDR Brent Blackmer, USN, 
attended the reunion. The couple, Shan-
non, the Flight Surgeon on the USS Ei-
senhower aircraft carrier, and Brent, a 
Flight Squadron Commander aboard the 
same ship, arrived in time for the Annual 
BCA Auction. Shannon is the grand-
daughter of Bandido Al Herrera and his 
lovely wife Betty. Both Shannon and 
Brent were awarded BCA Certificates, 
acknowledging them as Associate Mem-
bers of the Bandido Charlie Association.  

In addition, on preceding day, we made a 
new friend in WWII Charlie Company 
veteran George Hanggi. He, his wife 
Nina, son John, and Georgeôs niece Diann 
were welcomed to the Association. While 
this was not their first BRO Reunion, it 
was the first time that most of us had the 
pleasure of sharing their company. It 
must be noted that Ken and Al coura-
geously guarded the CP while others went 
on tours. 

The Annual Auction was held on Friday 
evening, 22 August, and led by Auction-
eer, ñJust Plain Joeò. Joe not only con-
ducted the auction in great form, he was 
extremely entertaining and kept the inter-
est at a high level. However, once again, 
totally unable to control his sister, (aka 
ñSisò and Marion, widely known as the 
ñChicken Ladyò). As usual, our BCA 
members brought high quality gifts for 
the auction, and the auction itself was a 
total successðin fact, the most successful 
one ever. The total amount donated to the 
BCA fund was over $2,400! But, this 
does not mean we should slack off on 
continuing to donate and raise funds. Of 
that amount, $120 was given directly to 
the 2nd BN, 16th INF and $240 to the 
Regimental Association. The BCA also 
made an additional donation of $100 to 
the 16 INFRA. 

The event was held in the presence of 
LTG Watts, and officers of the 16th Infan-
try Regiment Association. Everyone had 
a very good time and congratulated the 

Bandidos with be-
ing distinct and 
offering a differ-
ence to the reun-
ions. It should be 
noted that individu-
als from other units 
participated in the 
auction by placing 
the highest bid on 
certain itemsé for 
instance, Phil 
Greenwellôs bottle 
of special Kentucky 
Bourbon Whiskey 
was won by Andy 
Giancana, veteran of 
HHC, 1st Engineer 

Battalion, and one of the model ACAVôs 
was won by a ñQuarterhorseò CAV Vet-
eran. 

On Saturday morning, 23 August, the 
Bandidos attended the annual 1st Infantry 
Division Memorial Service. The Big Red 
Oneôs Memorial Service has an unbroken 
tradition of being the finest and most 

emotional of any service by a military 

unit. No matter how many one has at-

tended, it is difficult to hear 
without a swelling of the heart 
and flowing tears. 

After the service, the annual 
Society of the First Infantry 
Division was held. In the ab-
sence of Tom Rhame, the So-
cietyôs President, Lieutenant 
General Ronald Watts 
(retiredéand a 16th Infantry 
Regiment Member) addressed 
the assembled group. After-
wards, Brigadier General Perry 
L. Wiggins, the new Big Red 
One Commanding General, 
gave a brief talk to the assem-
bled group and later enter-

tained individual questions and comments 
on a personal basis. 

BG Wiggins was very impressive as was 
the Division Command Sergeant Major, 
James B. Champaign. Al and Ken 
ñaccostedò the General just outside the 
hotelôs restaurant and engaged him in 
discussion for some time. Ken presented 
him with a Bandido Charlie Association 
Challenge Coin (as was CSM Cham-
pagne) and gave him a brief history of the 
Bandidos. He was later seen in the hall 
outside the regimental CPôs, flashing his 
coin and declaring that he was a Bandido. 
Being in the direct chain of command of 
the Bandidos, he is, in fact, a Bandido (as 
is CSM Champaign) and certificates de-
claring them as such have been printed, 
signed and delivered. Al and Ken were 
able to do this because, once again, they 
missed the tour bus. 

Several other selected individuals were 
honored with the Bandido Charlie Asso-
ciation Challenge Coin. To mention just a 
few: LTC Kreis and CSM Hutchinson 
(CO and CSM, 2/16 INF), George 
Hanggi, a WWII Veteran who served 
with his tour through the battlefields of 
Europe with C/1/16 Infantry Regiment, 
LTG Watts, CSM Mike McCoy (CSM 4th 
IBCT) and SP4 Ronald Minick (A/1/28 
INF), a member of the reunionôs Big Red 
One Color Guard. 

BG Wiggins and CSM Champagne were 
very kind and generous to bring nearly 
200 active duty Big Red One soldiers to 
the reunion. 

What seemed to impress most of us, in 
addition to the soldiers looking younger 
and younger each year (we couldnôt pos-
sibly be getting older), is the profession-
alism and dedication of todayôs soldiers. 
Additionally, they are trained, armed and 
armored far beyond anything that most of 
us could imagine. We were awestruck 
with their level of expertise, devotion, 
and education.  In turn, they seemed ex-
cited with the opportunity to experience 
the camaraderie found among the older 
veterans at Big Red One reunions.   

(Continued from page 1) BC Reunion 
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Ron Mackedanz, who 
accepted the plaque and 
letter on behalf of Cindy. 

Shannon R. Herrera and Brent Blackmer 

George Hanggi. his wife Nina, and niece Diann 

Marian (Sis) Morris  and Joe Calhoun  

Lieutenant General 

Ronald Watts  (Ret) 
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What a unique experience for us all!  

We were impressed with their level of ex-
pertise, devotion and education; and, in 
turn, they seemed thrilled with the prospect 
of sharing experiences with those who 
went before them. It was an enjoyable ex-
change. And, as an observation, isnôt it 
remarkable how much younger looking the 
Generals, Sergeants Major and Battalion 
Commanders get every year? It must be 
their training! 

Saturday evening, the annual Big Red One 
banquet was held in the ballroom of the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel. It was announced 
that, once again, the 16th Infantry Regi-
ment had the most representation at the 
reunion. Unannounced, was that Bandido 
Charlie had, by far, the largest contingent 
for any single company-sized unit. Of spe-
cial interest was an impressive, young ac-
tive duty Bandido, SSG Matthew Carson, 
who won the award of NCO of the Year 
for the First Infantry Division. Another 
fine young man, a 16th Infantry Regiment 
Soldier, SGT Dallas Lockley, assigned to 
B/1/16 INF when the award was made, 
was honored as the Divisionôs Soldier of 
the Year. In addition, Skip Baker (an Hon-
orary Bandido) and Al Herrera (a natural 
born Bandido) were introduced to the as-
sembled Veterans and active duty soldiers 
as the Honorary Colonel of the Regiment 
and the Honorary Sergeant Major of the 
16th Infantry Regiment, respectively. 

Gil and Janeen Thompson, once again, 
provided wonderful treats of a whole ham, 
smoked sausages and other snacks and 
goodies to the delight of the Command 
Post. This special treat has become a 
yearly tradition to the enjoyment of all 
personnel who meet in the hospitality 
room of the 16th Infantry Command Post, 
but especially for the Bandidos. 

A total of 38 Bandido Charlie members 
and Associates attended the Bandido Char-
lie 6th Annual Reunion. The list of atten-
dees were: SSG Matthew Carson, Rod 
Tokubo, Kathy Dee, Ron Mackedanz, 
Janet Mackedanz, Phil Greenwell, Linda 
Greenwell, Joe Calhoun, Marian (Sis) 
Morris, Ken Costich, Ray Padilla, Jose 
Garcia, Maria Garcia, John Hohman, 
Wayne Parrish, Ron Morgan, Doug Lud-
low, Cathy Ludlow, Luis Landin, Carlos 
Landin, Ken Cassels, Peggy Cassels, Steve 
Rabourn, Cliff Poris, Gil Thompson, 
Janeen Thompson, Becky Tharp, Jen San-
ford, Nancy Freeston, Bryan Luke, Shan-
non Herrera, Brent Blackmer, George 
Hanggi, Nina Hanggi, John Hanggi, Diann 
Hanggi Nicolai, Al Herrera, and Betty 
Herrera. Included were also nine first-time 
attendees.  

Listed above is our new Bandido Charlie 
Webmaster, Ron Morgan, who graciously 
attended and joined the Bandidos in lieu of 
travel for other organizations to which he 

belongs. We welcome Ron who, by the 
way, was designated as an Honorary Ban-
dido with Associate status. Welcome Ron! 

We offer our ongoing thanks to Nancy 
Freeston and Jen Sanford of the Society 

and Becky Tharp of the Cantigny Museum 
for another great reunion. And it really was 
a great reunion made even greater by the 
presence of so many of our brave active-
duty Soldiers. The promise of even more 
of our brave serving men and women of 
the Big Red One at next yearôs reunion is 
something to look forward to. It is wonder-
ful that the Army would honor us with 
their presence. BG Wiggins clearly stated 
that the mission of every active duty sol-
dier in attendance was to take back one 
story from a veteran and repeat it to those 
serving with the same enthusiasm it was 
originally told. 

Bandidosé Finally, it looks like we really 
are �³�:�(�/�&�2�0�(�'���+�2�0�(���´  

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Al Herrera and Ken Costich (who are still 
looking for the tour bus) 

�1�H�[�W���\�H�D�U�¶�V������st Annual  
Big Red One Reunion is scheduled for 

Dearborn, Michigan,  
August 5-9, 2009.  

�:�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�[�F�L�W�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�¶�V�� 
reunion and the promise of more  
active duty troops, it promises to  
be an exhilarating event. It is not  
too early to start planning for it! 
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Back Row:  

Cathy Ludlow,  
Kathy Dee,  

Marian (Sis) Morris,  
Peggy Cassels,  

and Betty Herrera 

Front Row:  
Diann Hanggi Nicolai, 

Nina Hanggi,  
Janeen Thompson,  
Janet Mackedanz, 

and Linda Greenwell 

Back Row: Gil Thompson, John Hohman, Ken Cassels, Jose Garcia, Cliff Poris, SSG Matthew 
Carson, and Phil Greenwell.  

Front Row: Al Herrera, Ken Costich, Joe Calhoun, Doug Ludlow, Ron Mackedanz, and Rod 
Tokubo.  

Missing from picture, Luis Landin, Wayne Parrish, Sam Taylor, Ray Padilla, Carlos Landin, Ron 
Morgan, George Hanggi, and Steve Rabourn 

Becky Tharp Ron Morgan 

Ken Costich  Al Herrera  


